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Speech Kade By Premier KOISO Before the 85th Diet Session, 
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Unexpectecly I received the Imperiel Command to form 
the cabinet with Améiral YONAI and to assume the grave 
responsibility of administering the effairs of state, 
Truly I am filled “ith trepidation, Under the extremely 
serious situstion, I firmly resolve to meke every effort 
in order to meet the Fmverér's wishes, It is my greatest 
delight thet I could get the chence of revealing the 
government's attitude on the occasion of this 85th Diet 
Session. His Majesty, the Emperor, issued a specially 
grecious rescript at today's Opening ceremony, by which 
we vere deeply moved, In obedience to the Imperiel Re- 
seript, I, with vour cooperation, will carry out the in- 
portant duties of wartire and try to achieve the object 

of the war as soon as nossible, By these means I wish 

to set his Majesty's heart at erse, Now is the most im- 
portant time when the fate of the Empire will be decided, 


I think this is the very time when we shoulé manifest 
our glorious and everlasting history, in accordance with 
the divine spirit of our Imperial ancestors, anc should 
keep our national constitution which is quite unioue in 
the worlée, Holcing the firm belief of victory with 100 
million competriots, and concentrating all efforts, I wish 
to gather the national strength together with a harmonious 
netional unity to achieve the war's end, in accordance with 
the expected operation of our armed forces, which will soon 
be realized, to destroy America anc Britain. This Greater 
East Asia Jar, as stateé clearly in the Imperial Rescript 
Ceclaring the war, is one which Jepan was compelled to 
stert in order to protect herself and simultaneously has 
as its chief object the reconstruction of Greater Zast Asia, 
The fate of the YAMATO race, as well as thet of one billion 
Asiatic people, ‘vill be decided by this war. 


The good points of our national character, which have 
been inspired by one difficulty after another in the past, 
have been actually proven very often in the process of this 
wer also, The enemy's attacks against our homeland have 
become frequent and are being conducted on a lerger scale, 
In the present st-ete when enemy landings are fesred, we 
should concentrate every effort and sacrifice ourselves to 
maintain the national constitution, ‘fe should renew our 
firr resolution to wage the war and after purifying our- 
selves we should pray to God end do our best. 


In the front line, our armed forces are fighting brave- 
ly dey and night without flinching under the enemy's 
"material atteck", Their worale is very high, and they 
are fighting very bravely thwarting the enemy's attacks 
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everywhere, I hereby, together with you, express my deep 
gratitude tovards the men of the Imperial forces, und at 
the same time 1 mourn for those who gave their lives in the 
battles end fecl sympathy from the bottom of my heart for 
the wounded officers anc soldiers and the bereaved families. 
Moreover, I pay my respect to the 100 million compatriots 
who are Cilizently engogec in production and netional de- 
fense uncer these serious var conditions and at the same 
tire I do believe thet the neoole will respond to the 
efforts of the officers anc solciers at the front. 


The situation today is quite serious. The fate of 
Jepan cepends upon today. In order to breek up today's 
@eadlock it is natural that we should centralize the fun- 
damentals of national policy for management of state af- 
fairs upon the attrinment of the objectives of war,and thru 
the cooperation between civilians and the men of the armed 
forces bring forth e close tie between the supreme command 
and the ministers of state, thus fully realizing the strong 
leaders*ip of carrying out the war. This was the reason 
why the Supreme Headouarters for the Direction of the War 
was set up recently. 


It hes been cecided that hereafter the basic policy 
for the management of state affairs should be decided by 
this Headquarters, which represents the synthesis of the 
Supreme Command and the Ministers of State. All the 
peep pa plans are to be developed in accordance with this 

ecision,. 


The first plan to meet the present war situation lies 
in arousing the fighting spirit and the establishment of 
the national system for tnévitable victory. It goes 
without saying thet the fighting spirit should be aroused 
by promoting the idea of the national constitution. The 
firm resolution to keep the national constitution,which 
has no equal on the errth, through all difficulties is the 
source of the belief in victory, end the firm conception 
of nationel polity is the greatest source of war power, 
The arousing of the fighting spirit can not be expected 
without the free expression of the people's will. The 
government, at the present stage of Gecisive battle, wants 
to share the patriotic sentiments of the people by letting 
them know the real conditions at home and abroad and by 
erousing a common feeling of responsibility towerds the 
WAT e At the same time, trusting deeply in the people's 
loyalty and listening to their fair opinion, the govern- 
ment vrishes the whole nrtion to face the netional crisis 
with a bricht spirit. 
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To guard and maintain the Emperor's reign.which is 
coeval with heeven and esith, has been the national faith 
of 100,000,000 Jepenese for thousands of years, anc it 
has become the people's flesh and biood, Wher. this spirit 
is eroused it turns out te be the national character lest- 
ing for thousands of years, outwardly crushing the enemy's 
propaganda, and at home becominz the basic power of the 
people's unselfish service to the country. And it estab- 
lishes a firm nationel situation, Although there are 
many plans to establish e national structure for inevitable 
victory, the pcini: lies ir alopting effective and suitable 
heesures to breax up tne Jeadiocks that are hindering the 
procuction without feigning origimality or sticking onto 
conventionaiism, Thus, ty reneving the people's mind and 
demanding the fullest cooreretion of the people, I wish to 
bey poe attention to the raising of the national moral 
s an arc, 


While the fullest cooperstion is being reouired of the 
people, Kores anc Formosa,as powerful perts of the 1 ga 


have been contributing to the prosperity of the Empire a 
the achievenent of the war's end, menifestine the special 
cheracteristics of the respective arecs. Formerly they 
have done splendidly as speciel volunteers in the army end 
nevy. It is a metter for netionel congratulation thet 
since the conscription system has been promulgated. so many 
of our fellow countrymen in Korea end Teiwan are participa- 
ting in this Holy Wer and are devoting themselves for the 
sake of the country. At the same time consiceration 
should be nace as to their treatment. The second important 
national nolicy is intensification of fighting pover, 
Namely, it is recuired to concentrate -11 the notional power 
that will be aveilseble into the ranid promotion of fighting 
power, especiclly thet of the air forces. The key to 
taking the initiative in the war and developing the war 
fevorebly for us lies in these points: The enceavors of 
the workers in the munitions factories has never been so 
necessary as today. Leying the erphesis on these points 
we are making every effort to mobilize everything, in- 
clucing manpower, goods, money ance «11 other things for 
war purposes. Such installations end industrial activi-~- 
ties as cannot be effectively turned into fighting power 
should be shut down and converted into essential industry. 
From these points of view, we have been adopting suitable 
mensures for some time, Needless to say, the promotion 
of munition procuction is necessary for the purpose of in- 
creasing wer power, especially thet of the air forces, and 
the security end the perfection of transport on sea and 
lenc is cuite necessary also. The government intends to 
toke the most suitable messures to promote production by 
breaking un cll bottlenecks. 
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_. The third chief point of the netional policy lies in 
the promotion of increased food production and the security 
of the national life, It goes without saying that the 
minimum stanéards of national livelihood should be guaran- 
teed during the war. Up to this time, the people have en- 
dured quite hard living concitions end have been striving 
to achieve the var's end, We are much moved to find that 
this fact is attributable to our sound national character, 
The government is making every effort to improve the situa- 
tion as much as possible, We also deem it best to stabil- 
ize end impreve the people's livelihood, We also recog- 
nize the necessity of brightening people's minds, which is 
most essential in arousing the fighting spirit and promoting 
efficiency. 


The government, immedictely after the cabinet was forn- 
ed, took emergency fooe measures for the lerge consuming 
centers, such as Tokyo, Osaka and sO ON. Especially for 
the production, delivery end distribution of perishable 
food, we took temporary measures, chenged the price policy, 
and adopted other méasures, Generally speaking, there 
ere no worries about the amount of food produced at home, 
judging from the real emount of food which will be obtained 
from the Japan-Manchurian combination. It goes without 
seying, however, that the promotion of food production is 
very important and at the same time the food problem is one 
of the important factors of victory. For this reason we 
are presenting a draft for the supplementary budget to the 
Diet, 


The fourth important policy is the problem of labor 
and nationai mobilization, Under the serious situation 
existing todey we cannot allow the existence of even one 
idle man nor one on-looker, irrespective of his age or S€X. 
The 100 million people should be located in the battle line 
for victory end they must strive for the achievement of the 
mission imposed upon them, Thus only, after we have done 
our best, can we expect God's help. industrialists, 
corpany employees, engineers, farmers and fishermen, all 
these men as Industrial Warriors, in accordance ‘ith the 
spirit of the universal conscription system, anc with the 
mental attitude of drafted men not yet summoned to the 
colors, should do their best to fulfill their duties and 
to try to attain the maximim efficiency. Only when they 
have done so do they deserve the name of Japanese people, 
together with the ermed forces who are facing death on the 
battle fields. 


As to the compulsory labor system and the distribution 
and control of labor, the government is ready to make ad- 
justments and improvements after investigation, and at the 
same time will adopt every means to complete national mobil- 
ization, 
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The fifth important national policy is the strengthen- 
ing of national defense, Recently we have ha@ several air 
raids on tre vestern part of the malnland, At such times 
the derage has been Limit... to the minimum by the united 
efforts cr the govsrnment and the pecple, which fact hes 
inspired me with great ccenticence, in the fut.re, however 
frequent the air raics may beucme, the government and the 
people snovld wirive to defend tae ccuntry with so muuch the 
more fighting spirit it i¢ teotay's urgent business to 
strengthen ti defunc. of important industrial installations 
and tc strere.' +: uch’ -aiv raid measyves, Consequently 
it is imvocivait ft d4avise eni establich immediately a defense 
systen witch wii mee. the real conditions. & city evacua- 
tion olan is now being serriot out, As to the security of 
the inhabitants: lives in case of air raids, the perfecting 
of ovr anti-ciy raid syster ani intensifying of air defense 
maneuvers, we are taking every effort to put these things 
into practis2 under carefully laid plans. Besides the above, 
we shcuid, of course, strive to defend the nation, and the 
government hes made clear tne fact thet the whole nation 
should be armed, The government has .1lso decided on a con- 
crete plan to reinforce the interior defense organization 
and intends to carrr out this plan thoroughly. 


As to the sixth of the important policies, Iwish to | 
sey a few words on the utilisation of scientific techniques. 
Now, the war has begin to bear the aspect of a "war of 
science”, Accordingly, the government has set up a special 
organization which has as its purpose the unification of the 
applications of scientific techniques of both the Army and. 
theNavy, besides the immediate conversion of Japanese scien- 
tific techniques into war power to meet the present military 
situation, end the planning of the rapid and smooth mass... 
production of weapons, Besides this, we encourage the in- 
vention and creation of nev weapons in “on-governnment circles, 
and it has been decided that these should be deult with in 
the adcve-mentioned crgsnization. By this measure all the 
Jepanese scientific techniques have become rapidly converted 
to war objectives, ron the viewpoint of scientific tech- 
nique, the technique of the people in general can now play, 

a part in the war, We have much to expect from the result, 


Coincident with the domestic policy as mentioned above, 
the Japanese wertime diploma’sic policy is to strengthen the 
close relationship with Germany, In cooperation with our 
affiliated countries in Greater Best Asia, we will strive to 
carry out the war with all our efforts, At the same time 
we wish to retain friendly relations with the neutral coun- 
tries, Germany is fighting under extremely serious situa- 
tions, believing in ner final victory, which courage I admire 
very mcn, T firmiy believe that she will overcome the 
presents difficult situation and will change the tide of the 
wer in her favor in the near future. I fervently pray for 
her success, 
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The nations ané races of Greater East Asia do not show 
any restlessness despite the present military situation, 
On the contrary, they hove beca swnkened to the necessity 
of achieving their rission concerning the reconstruction 
of Greater Sast Asia, Tneey are actually intersifying their 
preparations to fight bravely in cooperation with Japan, 
which fact jncpires me witn zreet confidence, It is need- 
less to sey thet the reictionsiin between Japan and Manchu- 
kuo is inaesnyvabls fhe relationship between Japan and 
China alist i. ‘ot, solidiy tightened under the rotto of 
"to live cud Cie cogetaer™, The Japanese armed forces have 
boen fivhbting fo. «ore then seven (7) yerrs in south and 
north China, 226 rea. intention of Japan lies in the ex- 
puisicn cf Ang?o'merizan jollivence, the emancipation of 
China from oppression by those countries which has con- 
tinued fer 100 veuars and the reconstruction of a Greater 
Erst Asie based on morality and a nutucl cooperation, 
as this real intention hes gracually penetretcd into the 
Chinesc people, the cooperction between Japan and China 
is stqadily increasing. As to Thailand, the eabinet has 
been chenged and the new cabinet under the presidency of 
ir, APS IWONGPHON still holds the volicy of carrying on the 
war based on the pact. This should, of course, be so but 
this fact may be snid to be the evidence of the solid unity 
of Greater Last Asic,. Cne yenr hes already passed since 
Burma became an indspendent country and she is overcoming 
neny cdifficuitics under the ardent leadership of BAW MAW 
the representetive of the nxtion, Her sound development 
and her ardent resolution to carry out the war give us 
much hope, The Philippines will soon heve her first 
anniversary of independence also. Under the direct leader- 
ship of President Laurel she is tiding over present war- 
time problems such as food ane public peace and is steadily 
edjusting her owm wertime structure, In these respects 
the Philippines could be enlled a trustworthy friendly 
country. 


I hereby pay my vrefound respect to the Chief Execu- 
tive of Free india Provisionrl Government, Mr. Subhas 
Chandra Bose, and his followers for their desperate efforts 
for the independence of Indic, Neediess to say, Japan 
will give them further poverful support and will cooperate 
swith them in achieving indspendence. 


4s to the East Indies, Japnn permitted the inhabitants 
to participete in politics according to their wish. The 
inhabitants throughout the Fast Indies heve continuously 
endenvored to carry out the Greater Enxst Asia ar. recog- 
nizing the real intention of Japan They heve also been 
coovernting remarkebly with the military government there, 
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fn. view of these facts we declare here that we intend to 
recognize their independence in the future in order to 
ensure the eternal happiness of the East Indian race, 

In this way the Japanese government intends to continue with 
her former nolicy toward Greater East Asia and vy develop- 
ing strongly the spirit of the Greater East Asia Joint 
Declaration, she expects to live up to the trust of the 
netions of Greater East Asia, Thus, if Greater East Asia, 
with Jepan es its eenter and under the firm belieg of 
victory, furt.ier fusreases its solidarity, concentrates its 
forces both spir’tuslly anc materially, and prosecutes ardent- 
ly the "oly Wav', ‘saith ofrs at the reconstruction of 
Greater Hast Asin, we fivriy velieve that we can destroy the 
ambitions of America and England and can express our ideals 
concernins the world forever, 


In view of the present serious military situation, we 
hereby have revealed the government's will to prosecute 
the wer with 100 million people, I hope you will under- 
stend the government's resolution.and,taking the lead among 
the 100 million people, will strive for the completion of 
the war. The government has proposed the temporary mili- 
tary draft budget in order to complete the armament to meet 
the present critical situation. T hope that approval will 
be given after discussion of this budget, together with the 
above mentioned budget concerning food messures, 


PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/918b2b/ 


